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Name of the Department: Botany 

A. Title of the WorkshoplActivity: National Level Fungal Photography Competition 2022:
Mesmerising Fungi 

B. Background: The 'Mesmerising Fungi' photography competition was an exciting event 
held on World Fungus Day, 2nd October 2022, organised by the department of 
Botany in collaboration with Association of Fungal Biologists (AFB), bringing 
together photography enthusiasts and nature lovers from all corners of India. The 
competition was kept open to participants two weeks before the results were declared on 
World Fungus Day. The department also conducted Webinar lectures along with 
declaration of result for the photography competition on the same day. 

Fungi, often overlooked and underappreciated, took centre stage during this 
competitio, offering a unique opportunity to explore their extraordinary beauty and 
diversity through the lens of a camera. The conpetition aimed to showcase the 
captivating world of fungi, encouraging participants to capture stunning images that 
revealed the mesmerizing forms, vibrant colours, intricate textures, and intriguing 
habitats of these often-misunderstood organisms. 

Participants were encouraged to unleash their creativity, using various
photography techniques to capture the essence of fungi. Whether it was macro 
photography highlighting the intricate details of mushroom caps, wide-angle shots
showcasing the vastness of fungal colonies, or artistic compositions revealing the 
interplay of light and shadow.

The 'Mesmerising Fungi' competition served as a platform for photographers to 
share their passion for nature and fungi. It aimed to foster a deeper appreciation for fungi,
illuminating their importance in ecological processes such as decomposition, nutrient 
cycling, and symbiotic relationships. The captivating images captured during the 
competition provided valuable visual data for researchers studying fungi and their
habitats, enabling a better understanding of their distribution, biodiversity, and ecological 



C. Aims/Objectives: The objective of the photography competition titled 'Mesmerising Fungi conducted on World Fungus Day was to celebrate the beauty and diversity of fungi through captivating visual storytelling. The competition aimed to encourage photographers from around the world to showcase their artistic skills and highlight the 
fascinating world of fungi. By capturing the mesmerizing forms, vibrant colors, intricate textures, and unique habitats of fungi, this competition sought to raise awareness about the importance of fungi in our ecosystem and their significant role in nature's balance.Through the power of photography. participants were invited to uncover the hidden enchantment of fungi and inspire a deeper appreciation for these often-overlooked organisms. 

D. Location: MS Teams (Online) 
E. Target audience/participants with expected number: Students (UG and PG), Research Scholars, Faculty and Scientists; Expected number: 90 F. Date of the activity: Start of Competition: 15/09/2022: Declaration of Result: 02/10/2022 

G. Name of Resource Persons: The following eminent personalities were invited to judgethe photography competition: 
Dr. Shilpa Verekar (Head, Central Quality Assurance Laboratory, Parle Agro Pvt. Ltd.) 
Dr. Parvish Pandya (Trainer & Visiting Faculty at Consultant in IB, CIE & AP Curricula; Associate Professor, Department of Zoology,Bhavan's College Andheri)H. Outcome/Feedback: The photography competition received an overwhelming response from researchers, scientists, students and faculty alike. Participants showcased their incredible talent and artistic vision, capturing the captivating beauty and diversity of fungi.

The competition judges faced the delightful challenge of evaluating a vast array of exceptional entries. They were impressed by the level of creativity, technical skiil, and attention to detail demonstrated by the participants. The winning photographs were a testament to the power of photography in revealing the hidden enchantment of fungi. The winners were decided from each categorywhich comprised of Category A of Students, Category B of Researchers Scholars, and Category C of Faculty / Scientists. As the competition was online, all the photographs were shown to the participants and attendees of the World Fungus Day webinar lectureseries, through a PowerPoint presentation. 
The winners were as follows: 

Category A (Students):
1 Prize: SakshiViraj Save (Savitribai Phule Pune University. Pune)2d Prize: Tazeen Akbar Ali Khan (Maharashtra College of Arts Seienceand Commerce, Mumbai)

Category B (Research Scholars): 
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Annexures: 
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Additionally, several entries received honourable mentions for their exceptional 

creativity, unique perspectives, and artistic interpretation of the theme.

Dr. 

The competition's impact extended beyond the realm of art and photography. The 
stunning images served as a visual reminder of the intricate connections between humans,
nature. Through the competition, more individuals developed a curiosity and appreciation 
for fungi, leading to increased efforts in research, conservation, and education about these
remarkable organisms. Overall, the outcome of the 'Mesmerising Fungi photography 
competition left a lasting impact, illuminating the beauty and importance of fungi while
nurturing a global community of photographers and nature enthusiasts dedicated to 
capturing the wonders of the natural world.
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I. Funding if any: (Mention the name of the funding agency and amount received): NA 
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1 Prize: Medha Timmanna Bhat (Davangere University, Karnataka) 

Dr. 

2nd Prize: Arya C. P. [Jawaharlal Nelhru Tropical Botanic Garden and 

Research Institute (JNTBGRI)] 
Category C (Faculty / Scientists): 
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1sl Prize: Kuldeep Janardan Mhatre (Seva Sadan's RK Talreja College of 

Arts, Science and Commerce-Ulhasnagar) 
2nd Prize: Paras Nath Singh (Agharkar Research Institute, Pune,

Maharashtra) 
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